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persecuted Christians of the East, sailing under the Red Cross of
Geneva.

"Time of course would show what was required. What he
asked for was unity in thought and purpose on the part of the six
guaranteeing Powers so as to compel the Turkish Government
to do what was necessary for their own salvation."

This verbose explanation meant as much and as little as
Andrassy's and left Russell just where he was before, nor did
the rest of the conversation prove any more enlightening.
Gorchakov told him that "he was not a pan-Slavist, which was a
republican idea, but a Russian, which was the embodiment of
peace, progress and order."

Though he had seen Gorchakov and Andrassy, Lord Odo
Russell could not secure an audience with Bismarck, but had
to content himself with an interview with Billow instead.
Billow emphasized Germany's great confidence in Andrassy's
knowledge and belief in the final if slow efficacy of his practical
suggestions. He told Russell that the co-operation of France and
Italy was already promised and hoped "most anxiously and
sincerely" for that of Britain. He announced that a part of the
German fleet was destined for Salonica and a second gun-boat
for Constantinople in case of need. "The Memorandum meant
that the Northern Powers would invite the other great Powers to
a general conference to discuss the best means of giving renewed
vitality to the Turkish Empire and of improving the condition
of the Christians in the Herzegovina."1

Leaving the German Embassy, Lord Odo Russell immediately
proceeded to his own. Here he wrote a full account of his
conversations, added all he had been able to find out from other
sources, and despatched Mr. Macdonell on a special mission to
London. He had already telegraphed the adhesion of France and
Italy. The prevailing impression in Berlin was that Gorchakov
had come prepared with a plan of his own, which was entirely un-
acceptable to Germany and Austria, for Bismarck and Andrassy
had previously arranged to resist any policy whatever suggested
by Ignatyev. Of this abortive plan nothing whatever was known,
but it was certain he had expected the conference to last longer
and to be of wider scope; he had sent for Novikov and a secre-
tary from Vienna, for M. Wassilitz, the Herzegovina agent, for
1F.O. 64. 852. No. 209. To Lord Derby. Secret. 15 May 1876.